
Editorial
Making an Impact in Low-Temperature Plasma Science
Our Journal, Plasma Processes and

Polymers (PPP), is now entering its

fifth year and as confirmed by the

2007 ISI Impact Factors (IF) - PPP

received its second IF, 2.298 - it has

already taken its place among its

more established counterparts in the

field. PPP, although still ‘‘young’’, is

at least on a par with its best com-

petitors and is experiencing conti-

nuously-growing awareness within

the plasma community. This is evi-

dent not only from significantly grow-

ing numbers of downloads (see

Figure 1), but also from accelerating

submission rates and, of course, from

the strong positive feedback that we

constantly receive from members

within the community.

At least in part as a consequence of

the excellent IF shown above, PPP

again experienced an increase in the

number of submissions - about 25%

more manuscripts in 2007 than in

2006.

However, since the total number

of pages could not change, we were

obliged to be even stricter in our

decisions, and the number of manu-
Figure 1. Development of manuscript downlo
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scripts turned down even before the

peer-review process increased signifi-

cantly: Each article submitted to PPP is

first evaluated by the journal’s Editors

for its quality, novelty/originality and

suitability for publication in PPP. In

2007 about 15% of all submissions did

not pass this initial screening and had

to be returned to the authors; the

remaining 85% of manuscripts were

sent to at least three independent

referees. After peer-review only 44%

of all submitted manuscripts were

accepted for publication, while in

2006 this number was 64%. In other

words, hard choices had to be made,

andwe are particularly grateful to our

refereeswho supported us in this task.

Without their invaluable and expedi-

tious assistance it would not have

been possible to make appropriate

decisions on all manuscripts within 2

months, on average, and to see them

published online within 5 months.

The international character of PPP,

too, has been further consolidated in

2006/7, with 38% and 18% of the

submitted manuscripts now originat-

ing from Western and Eastern
ads (relative numbers: 2004¼ 1).

eim
European countries, respectively,

29% from Asia and Oceania, 8% from

the Americas, and 7% others.

PPP being part of Wiley-VCH’s

Materials Science program, it will

participate in a global cooperation

among the Materials Science and

Polymer Journals of John Wiley &

Sons: More than 20 journals will

cooperate within a Materials Science

News Section (Materials Views), which

will be published monthly from 2008

onwards. Articles from journals such

as, for example, Advanced Materials,

Advanced Functional Materials, Small,

the Macromolecular Journals, Journal

of Polymer Science (Parts A and B),

Journal of Applied Polymer Science,

CVD, and others, will be featured in

this News Section; Materials Views

will also be published in the partici-

pating journals and online, in addition.

By way of this new service, readers

will be updated on the most out-

standing research in Materials Science

that is being published by leading

journals in those various fields.

Various special projects are

planned for 2008 - for example an

issue that will be guest-edited by

Professor Bruce Locke (Tallahassee

FL) will highlight Environmental

Applications of non-thermal plasma

technology. Another special topical

issue, dedicated to the emerging field

of Plasma Medicine will be guest-

edited by Professors Alexander Frid-

man (Philadelphia PA) and Mounir

Laroussi (Norfolk VA). In addition, a

Special Series of invited articles on

Cold Atmospheric Plasmas, guest-

edited by Drs. Hana Baránková and

Ladislav Bárdoš (both Uppsala,

Sweden), will commence in early

2008. A second Special Series of

articles devoted to Dusty Plasmas will

be guest-edited by Professor Jörg

Winter (Bochum, Germany), and it is
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Table 1. The most-read articles published in 2007.

Dielectric Barrier Discharge at Atmospheric Pressure as a Tool to Deposit Versatile Organic Coatings at

Moderate Power Input

Pieter Heyse et al. [1]

Improvements of Permeation Barrier Coatings Using EncapsulatedParylene Interlayers for Flexible

Electronic Applications

Tsai-Ning Chen et al. [2]

Atmospheric-Pressure Plasmas for Wide-Area Thin-Film Deposition and Etching Volkmar Hopfe et al. [3]

Room Temperature Growth of Indium-Tin Oxide on Organic Flexible Polymer Substrates Using a New

Reactive-Sputter Deposition Technology

Jose V. Anguita et al. [4]

Surface Technology with Cold Microplasmas Claus-Peter Klages et al. [5]

Deposition of Organic Coatings at Atmospheric Pressure from Liquid Precursors Michael Tatoulian et al. [6]

Synthesis of Metal Oxide Thin Films by Reactive Magnetron Sputtering in Ar/O2 Mixtures:

An Experimental Study of the Chemical Mechanisms

Rony Snyders et al. [7]

Control of Nanotexture and Wetting Properties of Polydimethylsiloxane from Very Hydrophobic to

Super-Hydrophobic by Plasma Processing

Katerina Tsougeni et al. [8]

Hard yet Tough Nanocomposite Coatings - Present Status and Future Trends Sam Zhang et al. [9]

Ge/Si Quantum Dot Formation From Non-Uniform Cluster Fluxes Amanda E. Rider et al. [10]

Figure 2. ‘‘Tag cloud’’ showing the keywords most frequently used in 2007. A larger font
symbolizes more frequent use.
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also scheduled to begin later this year.

A very noteworthy special project in

2007 was the following: PPP having

‘‘inherited’’ publication of articles

deriving from the biennial ‘‘Plasma

Surface Engineering’’ (PSE) confer-

ences, we adopted a highly successful

‘‘new’’ formula (as opposed to past

practices regarding PSE proceedings),

whereby only articles related to plen-

ary and invited presentations of the

last conference in Garmisch-Parten-

kirchen, Germany (10–15 September,

2006) appeared in a ‘‘regular’’ issue of

PPP (namely, 4(3), April 2007); other

high-quality, peer-reviewed papers

(related to both oral and poster pre-

sentations), on the other hand, have

been published in the form of a

supplementary hard-cover volume

(PPP S1), entitled ‘‘Plasma Surface

Engineering 2006’’, guest-edited by

A. Cavaleiro, R. Grün, U. Helmersson,

W. Möller, J. Musil, and C. Oehr.

A similar ‘‘formula’’ is being consid-

ered for the case of the next PSE

conference that will take place at the

same venue between September

15th and 18th, 2008 (see: http://

www.pse2008.net/).
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The most-read articles published in

PPP over the course of the past year

are shown in Table 1 - quite evidently,

this list clearly reflects the broad
eim
scope of our journal: One finds here

reports on deposition, etching and

sputtering, on atmospheric plasmas

and cold micro-plasmas, on barrier
DOI: 10.1002/ppap.200700151
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coatings for flexible electronics and on

bio-applications, on polymers and in-

organic materials, etc. A similar wide

range of topics, of course including the

ones just listed, can also be found in

the ‘‘tag cloud’’ shown in Figure 2,

where the most frequently used key-

words are presented. From this, we

clearly note that the word ‘‘Polymers’’

in the journal’s name is not a pre-

condition for submitting articles to

PPP, far from it! Furthermore, this

journal has from the outset recog-

nised the growing importance of

atmospheric pressure plasma pro-

cesses, and their science and technol-

ogy that are quite distinct from those

of ‘‘traditional’’ low-pressure pro-

cesses. You will continue to find

updated statistics of the most down-

loaded articles on the journal’s home-

page, both for the elapsed month and

the past 12 months.

A few words about recent events

regarding PPP’s Editors: in August of

2007, Professor R. d’Agostino was

honoured with the ‘‘Plasma Chemis-

try Award’’, a lifetime achievement

recognition at the 18th International

Symposium on Plasma Chemistry
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(ISPC18) in Kyoto, Japan, while at

the same event P. Favia was elected

Vice-Chair of the International Plasma

Chemistry Society (IPCS) and M.R.

Wertheimer’s mandate on its Board

of Directors was also renewed, both

until 2012.

Finally, we would like to use this

opportunity to thank all those who

have supported PPP: the authors,

referees and readers, whose efforts

and interest are essential for the

development of this journal. We are

also indebted to the members of our

International Advisory Board - the

success of PPP depends very much on

their continuing support.

We look forward to present you also

in this coming year the most exciting

results from the field of low-

temperature plasma science.

Riccardo d’Agostino

Pietro Favia

Christian Oehr

Michael R. Wertheimer

Editors in Chief

Sandra Kalveram

Managing Editor
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