
Editorial
Our Sixth Year of Service to the Plasma Science Community
At the time of this writing, our journal

Plasma Processes & Polymers (PPP) is

deep into volume 6, the first year in

which it ‘‘graduated’’ to publishing

twelve issues per year.Needless to say,

this has been amajor step for all those

involved, but one that we all wel-

comed and one that appears to be

payinghandsomedividends, aswill be

illustrated further below. A key

change, already announced in our last

Editorial (Vol. 6, No. 1) was the

appointment on 1 January, 2009, of

Dr. Renate Förch as Managing Editor.

There have been numerous further

marking events in 2009:

As also announced in the earlier

Editorial, the above-mentioned

changes in PPP’s editorial structure

have been complemented by the

transition to a new submission

system, from the former

manuscriptXpress to ManuscriptCen-

tral, now Scholar One Manuscripts.

This more powerful, versatile system

contributes greatly to easing the larger

workloads, related to the increased

frequency and submission rates. For

more information on this new sub-

mission system, especially for persons

who may not already have had

occasion to use it, please go to the

journal’s homepage at www.plasma-

polymers.de.

As in earlier years, several issues of

Vol. 6 were ‘‘Special Issues’’, namely

numbers 5, 6-7 and11. Issue5, devoted

to the important topic of ‘‘Modeling

and Simulation of Low-Temperature

Plasmas’’, was guest-edited by three

eminent scientists in that domain,

Professors D.B. Graves (Berkeley),

M.G. Kong (Loughborough) and J.K.

Lee (Pohang). Eight outstanding arti-

cles from laboratories on several

continents bear witness to rapid

advances in the capabilities and flex-

ibility of complex modeling techni-

ques, and to the fact that PPP is ‘‘open

to business’’ in this key area of plasma

research.
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The second Special Issue of 2009,

issue 6-7, was guest-edited by Profes-

sors A. Cavaleiro (Coimbra), R. d’Agos-

tino (Bari), U. Helmersson (Linköping),

C. Oehr (Stuttgart), B. Schultrich (Dres-

den), J. Strümpfel (Dresden), and W.

Möller (Dresden). Like an earlier Spe-

cial Issue of PPP (Vol. 4, No. 3, 2007), it

comprises a selected collection of ten

articles based on Keynote Lectures

presented at the 11th International

Conference on Plasma Surface Engi-

neering (PSE2008) that tookplace from

September 15–19, 2008, in Garmisch-

Partenkirchen,Germany. Selected con-

tributed papers from this conference

have been published in an online

supplement volume of PPP (Vol. 6,

No. S1, 2009).

A third Special Issue (issue 11, 2009)

is devoted to ‘‘Plasmas and Liquids’’,

and it was guest-edited by Professor

B.R. Locke (Tallahassee). While the

study of electrical discharge plasmas

with liquids spans almost 100 years, a

fundamental understanding of their

contact with a liquid can enhance

possible future applications, with

likely repercussions in other fields.

The articles gathered in this Special

Issue cover some of the key funda-

mental aspects and will hopefully

stimulate much further interest and

inquiry into this fascinating, poten-

tially very useful topic.

Another ‘‘second’’ in PPP’s series of

Special Issues is about to appear early

in 2010: It, like its predecessor (Vol. 5,

No. 6, 2008) is devoted to the explo-

sively-expanding newfield of ‘‘Plasma

Medicine’’, and it is largely based on

contributions presented at the 2nd

International Conference on Plasma

Medicine (ICPM-2), held from 16–20

March, 2009, in San Antonio TX (USA).

Thisnew issue is againguest-editedby

Professors M. Laroussi (Norfolk) and A.

Fridman (Philadelphia). Other Special

Issues on ‘‘Barrier Coatings’’ and on

‘‘Atomic Layer Deposition’’ are fore-

seen in the more remote future.
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Finally, we are as always soliciting

and publishing a special series of

articles on ‘‘Cold Atmospheric-pres-

sure Plasmas’’, a continuing ‘‘hot

topic’’, under the tutelage of Professors

H. Barankova and L. Bardos (Uppsala).

Now, all of these initiatives, along

with our continued strict quality con-

trol, have brought certain important,

highly-positive benefits to our journal:

First and foremost, PPP’s ISI Impact

Factor rose an amazing 36%, to its

present value of 2.9. The journal is now

ranked second among journals pub-

lishing original research in the ISI

ImpactFactor category ‘‘Physics, Fluids

&Plasmas’’, and also among the top10

polymer journals. As a consequence of

PPP’s success, the number of manu-

script submissions has also continued

its steady rise (þ25% compared to

2008), and the above-named quality-

assurance initiatives have kept the

acceptance level near 50%. Table 1 lists

the ten most frequently downloaded

papers (onlymanuscripts published in

2009); the rather broad scope of PPP is

reflected in the topics of these articles -

you will find papers on biomedical

applications, on modelling and diag-

nostics, on plasma functionalisation

and nanostructuring, plasma polymer

films, plasma surface interaction and

modification. The more ‘‘streamlined’’

procedures enabled by the new Scho-

lar One system are allowing us to

improve the average time from sub-

mission tofinal decision, so far 66days

[including review(s) and resubmis-

sion(s)]. The steadily growing reader-

ship is reflected also in the enormous

increase of Wiley InterScience down-

loads of more than 40%!

So, what other special events are

planned for thenear- andmore distant

future?We are aware of several rather

contentious topics that preoccupy

many of our contributors and readers.

Let’s just cite a few examples, namely

(i) fundamental mechanisms of ster-

ilisation when using plasma-based
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Table 1. Frequently-read articles in 2009 (from those published October 2008 to September 2009).

Nanosecond Pulsed Plasma Dental Probe C. Jiang et al.[1]

Computer Modeling of Plasmas and Plasma-Surface Interactions A. Bogaerts et al.[2]

Nanocomposites of Electrospun Poly[(D,L-lactic)-co-(glycolic acid)]
and Plasma-Functionalized Single-Walled Carbon Nanotubes
for Biomedical Applications

N.-E. Lee et al.[3]

Luminescent and Optical Properties of Nanocomposite Thin
Films Deposited by Remote Plasma Polymerization of Rhodamine 6G

A. Barranco et al.[4]

Plasma Polymerization of Acrylic Acid Revisited D. Hegemann et al.[5]

Synthesis of Allylamine Plasma Polymer Films: Correlation between
Plasma Diagnostic and Film Characteristics

L. Denis et al.[6]

Plasma Nanostructuring of Polymers: Different Routes to Superhydrophobicity A. Milella et al.[7]

Silver-Loaded Cotton/Polyester Fabric Modified by Dielectric Barrier
Discharge Treatment

B. M. Obradović et al.[8]

Atmospheric-Air Plasma Surface Modification of Polyethylene Powder P. Špatenka et al.[9]

Methane Oligomerization in a Dielectric Barrier Discharge at Atmospheric Pressure G. Scarduelli et al.[10]
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techniques; (ii) (semi)-empirical

approaches towards comparing data

among different laboratories, for

example when assessing the kinetics

of plasma polymerisation; (iii) prac-

tices and interpretation of contact

angle measurements; and there are

numerous others. PPP hereby solicits

contributions that will constructively

assist in resolving currently ongoing

debates on these various subjects;

indeed, it is our intention to publish

clusters of papers, communications,

even letters-to-the-Editor, in the

same issue(s), so as to have a readily-

accessible documentation of these

‘‘debates’’, a tool that can only serve

to drive forward the collective

knowledge in our chosen area of

research.

Finally, we would like to thank all

those who contribute to the ongoing

success of PPP: ourboardmembersand

authors, our readers and especially our

reviewers for their invaluable help
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in identifying the most interesting

articles.

We look forward to continue pre-

senting you the most exciting results

in low-temperature plasma science

also in the future.
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