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One legacy of western imperialism was that, while scholars researching histories of 

formerly colonised nations felt the need to become familiar with the national histories 

of former imperial powers, historians of western nations rarely saw the need to 

familiarise themselves with histories of formerly colonised countries - unless they 

were specialists in imperial history, who usually approached these histories from 

metropole-centred perspectives.  Theoretical innovations in the writing of history, too, 

were widely assumed to spread from the ‘west’ and from the study of western 

societies outwards to ‘less developed’ historiographies elsewhere.  

Mrinalini Sinha’s article has proved deeply influential in encouraging the 

international community of gender historians to reorientate their analytical gaze. It 

offered much more than a review of recently published work on colonial India: its 

importance lay in Sinha’s skill in drawing out  the way in which recent scholarship on 

colonial India could offer all gender historians, regardless of their ‘area’ specialism, 

new ways of ‘giving masculinity a history’. Viewed through Sinha’s powerful 

analytical lens, this recent scholarship, including her own path-breaking 1995 

monograph, revealed that the study of masculinity could not simply be the study of 

men as gendered beings: there was ‘no easy equation between men and masculinity’. 

Rather, Sinha argued, studies of society and culture in colonial India suggested that 

the priority for gender historians should be to develop analyses of the ‘rhetorical and 

ideological efficacy of masculinity in underwriting various arrangements of power’. 

Introducing an international audience of gender historians to the specifics of a 

national historiography of gender relating to the global south, her article extended the 

influence of postcolonial feminist scholarship into the study of masculinity both 

within other national historiographies and within the fields of imperial, transnational 

and global history. As I have developed my own research on feminism, transnational 

activism and empire this article has been one of my guiding stars.  
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